NEWS RELEASE
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Pike County Health Department
Home Health & Hospice

Use of Synthetic Cannabinoids Linked to Severe Bleeding in the US
April 9, 2018. JEFFERSON CITY, MO – The Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued a
Clinician Outreach message to health care providers related to the use of synthetic cannabinoids with street
names such as synthetic marijuana, fake weed, K2 and spice. According to the message, 94 people in five
states who used synthetic cannabinoids have been treated since March 10, 2018, for bleeding due to coagulopathy, a blood clotting disorder. The number of cases reported in the message include: 89 in Illinois, two in
Indiana, one in Maryland, one in Missouri and one in Wisconsin. There were two fatalities in Illinois.
Laboratory testing confirmed that at least 18 individuals had been exposed to brodifacoum, a highly lethal
vitamin K antagonist anticoagulant. It is used in commercial products for killing rodents and other pests. Some
synthetic cannabinoid product samples related to the outbreak also tested positive for brodifacoum. Public
health investigation indicates that synthetic cannabinoids were likely contaminated with brodifacoum.
Synthetic cannabinoids are classified as a controlled substance and their possession can lead to misdemeanor or felony charges depending on the amount possessed.
The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) is asking healthcare providers to maintain a
high index of suspicion for vitamin K–dependent antagonist coagulopathy in patients presenting with clinical
signs of coagulopathy, bleeding unrelated to an injury, or bleeding without another explanation and with a possible history of use of synthetic cannabinoids.
For the full message from CDC please visit: https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCDC/bulletins/1e6dac3. Similar communications regarding drug induced severe coagulopathy have been issued by the Missouri Poison Center: http://missouripoisoncenter.org/synthetic-cannabinoids/ and the Illinois Department of
Public Health: http://dph.illinois.gov/news/idph-issues-warning-about-synthetic-cannabinoids.
Those who may be suffering from adverse effects from the use of synthetic cannabinoids should seek medical
care immediately. Health care professionals should report suspected cases to the Missouri Poison Control
Center by calling 800-222-1222.
About the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services: The department seeks to be the leader
in protecting health and keeping people safe. More information about DHSS can be found at health.mo.gov.

